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Students reject Howard’s Full Fees Discrimination

The National Union of Students rejected comments by the Prime Minister 
that it was discriminating against Australian students to not allow them 
to buy a place at University while International students can.  The Prime 
Minister attempted to reframe the debate around full fees in order to avoid 
the crucial issue of equitable access for all Australians to University.

The Prime Minister’s statement was in response to the leader of the 
opposition’s reaffirmation of the Labor Party’s commitment to phase out 
domestic full fee entry degrees.

National Union of Student, National President, Mr Michael Nguyen said, 
“All Australians deserve to have access to government subsidised places 
because we pay taxes.  International Students don’t pay taxes so they 
should make the full contribution to the cost of their degrees.”

“If anything, the Government should be increasing the government subsidy 
for local students rather than trying to promote a policy which allows 
wealthy families to buy their way into University on lower marks,” said Mr 
Nguyen.

“The reliance on International student full fee entry places, which account 
for 25% of total enrolments is the result of 10 years of underfunding from 
the Federal Government.”

“The Prime Minister’s racist wedge tactics are not going to work in this 
year’s election.”

“There is now a clear difference between the policies of the Government 
which restrict access to education to the wealthy and the opposition which 
promotes access to education for all Australians.”
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